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5s God laued the Morlde, that he bath gi. (+ 
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ſoeuer beleeue th in him, ſhould rot periſh, 
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Coriteyned i intheſe words. 


So God loued the Worlde, that he hath 
giuen his onely begotten Sonne, that 
whoſoener beleeueth in him, ſhould 
not periſh, but should haue I. ife euere 

2 John. 3. 16. 


E that wꝛites himſelfe 
55 A Ad owys: the firſt 
and the lait, ſigni⸗ 
Ll ew thereby, "that he 
Mis not only the eternal 
2 2 (102d, but allo the bes 

ginning, middle, and 


ende ok the witten Word : yea, the ſcope 


of all the Scriptures . Search the Scrip- 
tures(ſapth Chailt) for it is they that wits 


neſſe of mee: Enery line in them crycs 
A 26 out 
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out like John Bapt:f, Behold the Lamby 


of God. The Scriptures are a Cirrhy, | 
and Chiift the Center, wherein all chen 


pꝛopheſies meete. They are like Þ Tmag 
of anus, which looked forward ap d bach 
warde: So the olde Testament behelbe 
Chiiff to come, as Abraham ſaw his day, 
and reioyced: the New, ſets him already 
come, as ſayth good Father S.meon, For 
mine eyes haue ſeene thy ſaluation. 
And as Chaift is the contentes ok the 
Scripture, ſa the whole Scripture ſeeme⸗ 
to be contapned in this verſe of my text, 
As all loſe phs bzethzen were feaſted with 


varietie , but Beniamins meſſe exceeded 


them all: ſo all Scripture is p2ofitable, 
but this molt p2ericus : All Scriptute ig 
tryed Gold, but this is oxtent Pearle :S 
that hecre the Euangeliſt ſermes to pꝛs 
pound all the woꝛd in a woꝛd. If thy ms 
moꝛie be ſhoꝛt, here is a leſſon as ſhoꝛt as 
ſweete: ſo chat its doubt full whether the 
q uantitie ot᷑ the woꝛds. oʒ their qualitie and 
woꝛth be moꝛc admirable. 


Thete woꝛds are like pꝛetious Tewels, _ 
contayning great riches in a little roome, 
Befoze we vnlocke the Caſkec * 

x this | * 
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| this treaſure is contained. let vs looke back 
| to the happy occaſton that call this wealth 
gn our ſhoꝛes. 

The occaſton ofthis comfoztable Scrip- 
ture was a conflict bi tweene Veritie and 
Vanitie, light and darknes, Chriſt and 
Nicodemus : fo} our Sauiour being that 
ſunmum bon, that loues to communicate 
his goodnes with his creature: that Light 
that would lighten euery man that comes 
into the wozlv, that Sunne that makes all 
things increaſe and multiply, the Phiſitiõ 
that ſeekes out them that are ſicke, che 
Shepheard ſent to the loſt ſheepe of Iſrael: 


; bis meate & dzinke was to infuſe grace ins 


to men, reduce ſoules vnto Sod, Then 
did he eate, but he bꝛake the bꝛead of Life: 
When did he dzinke, but he opened the 
fountaines of Grace: CAhen did he walke, 
but he taught the wayes of God: Mhen 
did he reſt, but he pꝛeached an euerlaſtiug 
Dabaoch, and happy Jubilee to the penis 


tent? witneſle ſo many Jourmes, ſo many 


Sermons, ſo many Miracles: and wit⸗ 
nelle this pꝛeſent conference wich Nic o- 
demus. | 

\This Nicode mus being a better Laws 
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was bzougcht vp at Gamalicls feete, but 
neuer fate at Chriſtes feete with Marie: 
ſeeking foꝛ light in darkefle, comes vn 
Chriſt by night. 

hat might induce this great Docty 
to come vnto Chriſt is as full of ſuppoſes, 
as furre from certaintie. Some thinke - 
Nicodemus came to tempt Chriſt, am 
therefoze cunningſy :extolles him, as the 
TWiefiler liftes vp his aduerſarie, that he 
may caſt him downe: oz as the Hyana, 
who countertayting a Mans voyce, ſeckes 
to deſtrop him. Some chinke it was a ſini⸗ 


er influence of vatne-glozp that mW 1. 


this fancaſticke to Chriſt, as the Atheni- 
ans into thcir exchange onely to heare 
newes, Some thinke Deriſion came to 
catch aur Sauiour in a trap, that ſo Raſh- 
judgment tuight condemne him. Dthers 
pꝛelſume, that being affected with Chriſtes 
Doctrine, he came to gratulate our Saui⸗ 


our, as the beſt ſozc of our bad hearers, | 


turne their owne profiting into the pꝛayſt 


of the Teacher; But J thinke this luke 


warmc louer comnung fo by night, was 


per then a Goſpcllcr, one chat with Paule 8 
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[ the Moꝛd, which he ſo pꝛayſed: Fo2 Vera 


admarriitor Virtuts, non borret- AriSt1a3s ex- 


"Slikrs , nan Socratis condemnationem. &c. 


Powloeuer, chis Spyder comming to 


ſucke poyſon from Chriſtes hollome doc⸗ 


trine, was at the length catcht in his owne 
net. Fo2 this plauſible Doctoz, as if be 
had the art of flacterie, tippes his inſinua⸗ 


ting tongue with a triple pꝛayſe; whoſe 


Syren-vopce aboue all perntcious ſweetes 


in the world, tyckles the very hart · ſtrings 


of man: Therefoze Saint lerome cryts 


© put, Happie is that ſoule which is neither 


ſubie to flarteries nor flatteringes. And 
in Epiſt᷑. ad Greg. he lapes 1 Nos ad patriam 


| feftinam es, mortiſeros Syrenarum cantus ſur- 


Aa aure tranſire debemus. And Alanus ſaith, 
Quid ergo Adulationis wnttio, niſi como un 
rmunctio! quid cõmendationis alluſioniſi Præ- 
lerorum delnſio? What is the oy le of Flat- 
terie, but the foyle of Families? What the 


poylon of Prayſe, but the infection of 


Przlars? But our Sauiour being thus 
aſſaulted by this Syrcn, ſhewes himſelke 
like che ?1ylli in Aﬀeick, oz the Vlarſij in 
Italy; who are not onely themlelues ſafe 


Tom all venemous Serpents, but haue 
A +» alls 
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alſo power to ſucke the poyſon from others 
mfected : So Chriſt, who knew that Lax. 
day: a laudato, Was vera laus, would not 
applaude his vaine p2oyſe : faz our Sauk 
our hauing got the ſubſtaunce, ſcomed the 
ſhavow; hauing in perkect action the poſ* 
{ſeſſion of all Uertues, reſuſed the imper⸗ 
fect affection of Aaine gloʒie: Therefoꝛe 


Nicodemus was a foole to buckle the | 


light Bladder of idle pꝛayſe onchis backe, 
which was oꝛdainde to beare the Croſſe of 
humilitie: he that loues Nertue faz pale, 
his minde is mertenarie. Me neuer read 
that Chriſt euer admitted in him lelfc this 
poplon of humane pyayſe, though ſhe often 
offered him her painted Garland co adozne 


his Tertucs 2 whoſe perfection gaue a 


tongue sf Pꝛayles to his very foes; and 
out ofthe mouth of Enuie, haue haled his 
commendations: But finding in this blind 
Dortoꝛ fit matter ko) his mercy to woꝛke 
vpon, like a wiſe Muſition, he caſtes not 
away this iarring inſtrument, but after the 


coꝛrection of bis folly,ofues him inſtructi⸗- 


on in the fayth, as the Phiſition firſt lets 
out the hurtfull blood, and then miniſtreth 


holſome food; Foz though the Bull be ofs 
„ fended 
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] fended with red, and the beff ſometimes 


are not mended with roughnes : yet Chriſt 
knew a ſharpe rebuke was a ſoueraigne 
remedie fox Nicodemus . A child will cas 
ſily grow with cheriſhing: but an old tree 
tranſplanted. will har dly pioſper without 
muning. Mony is ſweete, yet it is ſharpe 
| where it ündes a ſoare. Though the bud⸗ 

ding Role periſh with a mans b2cath, yet 
the Cams mile muſt be trod on, to make it 
grow ; Oe that is ſtung of the Aſpe, muſt 
baue the infected member cut off, The Ape 
killeth her young ones with too much che⸗ 
tiching, and the Juic choketh her ſuppoꝛter 
with toa much imbzacing. If Apelles 


ſpould ſee his Venus blemiſhed, oꝛ Pro- 


togenes his Hialyſus bzoken, ſurely the 
one would turne away his eyes, and the 
other thhow away his Penſill : chen ſhall 
we not alow Chrili to be ſozie, ſeeing his 
owne Image ſo defaced chzough igno⸗ 
rance, and fo ſpotted with errour 1 Pet 
Chriſt in his cozrection is like a kinde 
Nurſe, that whippes her crying Babe on 
the toate, not on the carkaſſe : and though 
he knitces his bzow, he knittes in it a blef- 
ling : as che father holdes an Apple - one 

any 
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hand and a Rodde'trthe other. 'Butletvg 
firſt heare how Chriſt ſhakes his Rodde at 
Nicodemus , roundly rebuking him fey 
his blindneſſe ina chiefe poynt of” Religi- 
on, the myſtetie of Regeneration. 

O Nicodeaus, art thou a Oocto) in 
Iſrael, and knoweſt not theſe thinges* Art 
thou a Teacher is Chriſt his ſchos le, and 
baſt not yet learned Chriſts. croſſc Don 
art thou accounted a wyſe man in !lrael, 
being a foole in Religion + There is m 
Miledome but the Truech, in qua renetu 
et cernitur ſummum bonum. Salomon my 
ſeruant, in ſtead oł Riches deſtred of Ge 
the Spirit of Rule, If this was his payer, 


much moze ſhoulu it be thy wilb, ſince he | 


was but Ring ol their bodyes, but thou art 
aCozreccoz of ſoules. How canſt chou 
teach men to ſhun the ſecond death, which 
art ſo ignoꝛant of the ſeconde Birth: A 
Teacher ſhould be Organon veritarts, the 
tight hand of Tructhto miniſter to euery 
one their food in due ſeaſon. Thou art an 
ou erſeer in Iſrael, and art ſhamefully ouer⸗ 
ſcene thy ſelſfe. Now Age hath ſnawne 
downe (Ulinter on thy head, thoſe hatres 
' which ſhould be Peraulds of Tiſevone, 


* 


ſh:w 
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ew thee to be twice a Childe. J wouly 


haue theeas anew-bozne Babe: and thou 


art a Babe not knowing Mew. birth. J 
woulde haue mp Diſciples to ſhine as 
lightes : but thou art a counterkeite Dias 
mond, made pꝛetious by » fople of Moſes 
Chaire, where thou art falſt lp ſer. D Ni- 
codemus, he muſt needes be the Dinels 
Doctoꝛ, that was neuer pet Gods Dilci⸗ 
ple. J appeale to thy ſelfe, Is not a ſimall 
dlemiſh in the face, moze vgly then a great 
blot in the reſt of the body ꝛ e that combes 
bimſelfe, where ſhould he looke but in a 
Glaſſc : And he that cozrectes hrmſelfe, 
on whom ſhould he locke, but on his El⸗ 


ders : Though the Boone be darke, it 


ſhewes no great danger: but when the 
Sunne is Eclipled, it ſiguilicth death. 
Ik the blind lead the blind, how can they 
but fall 4 There the Ship⸗- maiſter flees 
peth, who feares not ſinking ? And where 
the Sbepheard watcheth not the Sheepe 
goe round to the ſhambles. Thou being a 
Docto! in fracl, thy lippes ſhould pꝛe⸗ 
ſerut knowledge, and thy life ſi ould be the 
Lapmane Booke. If thy (alt be unſauozp, 
how wilt thou ſcaſon the (imple : If thy 
Rate 
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Rule be crooked, how canft thou either di⸗ 
rect the weaks, o2 cozrect che wicked: Fi⸗ 
nally, if thy light be darkneſſe, how great 
is that darkneſſe it ſelfe : Thou reſembleſt 
the hearbe Empetron, which the nearer it 
growes to the Sea, the leſle ſalt it 1s : ſo 
thou, being a teacher in Lſrael. art a ſtran⸗ 
ger in Iſrae l. But why do J rep2ooue thy 
folly, and nat rehearſe thy fault + Doeſt 
thou not know, Ad veram ſapientta m per- 
ucmire nom poſſunt, qus felle ſue ſapientiæ fidlu- 
cia dtſipunt, They ſhall neuer attaine 
heauenly Wiſedome, which hunt after 
it with humane witte. The Dart bꝛagges 
in vaine of his bzanched hoznes, becauſe he 
wantes courage: and in haine doſt thou 
vaunt of Templum Demmi, becauſe thou 
wantſt knowledge. They which would ſce 
perfectly, wincke on one eye: ſo if thou 
wilt ſee the miſteries of God, thou muſk 
ſhut the eye of naturall Reaſon , But no 


marucll thou art ſo dull: foz as (Yclops 


e xoculatus, manus quoque verſum porrige- 
bat null» certo ſcope, (0 thy eye of Fapth be⸗ 
ing out. thy blinde Reaſon gropes in che 
dar ke, being too ſhallow a Pylat to guyde 
thee into che myſter ie of — 
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Jcommende thee fan thy ſkill in the Law, 
but condemne thee foꝛ thy blindneſle in the 
Solpe ll. The Seaman that eſcapes all 
ſyꝛtes and ſhelues, pet in ſight ot the Ha⸗ 
uen ſuffers Syipwzack,is counted no lefle 
fooliſh then vnkoꝛtunate: and thou paſſing 
all che Labyzinches of humane Learning, 
| yet comming (ot of the knowledge of 

New-birch, art to be pittied fo2 thy fozs, 
tune. and derided for thy folly, Thou kno« 
weft I neuer alowed him that had all mans 
ner of knowledge, yet had not the meane 
af knowing. Ve that ſeekes knowledge, 
mult note thzee thinges, Quo 074, quo 
Rudis quo fine queque nrfie oport eat. The 
Order of knowledge is to know that firſt, 
which bzinges ſooneſt co the wap of ſalua⸗ 
tion: the Defire in knowledge, muſt be to 
lone that knowledge chicfly, which melt 
infozceth vs to loue 2 and the Ende of our 
knowledge, is not to winne the pꝛayſe of 
thy (elfe, but to woꝛke the-p2ofit of others; 
But alas, that which ſhould be the firſt in 
ty Conſcience, is the fartheſt from thy 


Care: that which ſhould haue peſſeſted thy 
Lane, is diuozſt from thy Lyking : and 
chat which ould haue bren the ende of 
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thy knowledge, is the beginning ol thy 
ſhame . Qui Epi copatii deſrderat, boni opus 


deſiderat : It ſeemes thou deſireſt bon, not 


opus; the moꝑſhip, not the woꝛke: the goods 


ok the fleece, not the good of the flocke : eis 


wouldſt thou not be ignoꝛant in the very 
rudiments of Keligion, and faoliſhly build 
without a foundation. Thy comming ts 
me ſhewes in part thy loue, yet thy con 
ming m the night, layes thy lou: is but 
little: but J know the flame when it kinds 
leth is mixed with ſmoake, and ſo is thy 
litt le knowledge with the ſmoake of igno⸗ 
raunce: yet I will not quench this fmaaks 
ing F lake, noꝛ bꝛeake this bzuſed Reede: 
Though thou tameſt to me without buſts 
neſſe, thou ſhalt not depart without a bleſ 
ſing. As Abraham ſent his ſeruant with 
Guittes in his hand, ſo J will ſende thee 
henre wich Grace in thy hart: and fa thy 
thꝛee idle pꝛayſes, I will repay thee tet 
endles pꝛoſites : heare therfoze the nature 
of Fayth, the deapth of Gods Loue, and the 
myſterie ot Regeneration. | 
Thus did our Sauiour ſhake vp this 
fooliſh ſhadew of a Pꝛophet, this idle eccho 
of his p2aples, this emptic vcliell contays 
ning 


| 


eren. 
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ning nothing but p bare name of a Doctor 
in In ael: whoſe cxawple if we mozalize, 
it teacheth vs, That in Gods matt ers) the 
greateft Clarkes are not the wiſeſt men, 
Pbttoſophers haue great wittes, but they 
are ent mies to Grate : andthe woꝛld hath 
her L iſdome. but it is enmitie with God. 
| Learning is a Loadſtarre, and the knows 
ledge of Tongues, is the Rep of Trueth: 
but if pzophane Learning turne Lucifer, 
andthinke to vſurpe Moſes Chaire. ſhe 
muſt be thzuft(with the Parrct) out of lu- 
piters Parliament. If Iſmael mocke 
Ifaac,though he be the ſonne of Abraham, 
he muſt be baniſhed : And if Learniwg 
marre Religion, though it be the guilt of 
Gov, it muſt be abandoned. The. Stars 
ſgiue ſome light, but the Moone muſt be 
Biftrrs of the nig ht. As the pooze Iſra- 
elites hozrowed of the Egyptians all their 
Jewels but to adozne themſelues: ſo we 
muſt bozrow from pꝛophane Arts all then 
oznaments, and with their [poyles adozne 
the Temple of God : So doing, Lears 
ning and Religion, like two Twinnes, 
will line and loue tog ither. Aud thus much 
touching the occaſion of thele wozdes. 

Pauing 
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Hauing found out the Hine, let vsſearch 


fo2 the Hony tonteapned in this heanenly 
' berle, ase 


j 


GOD fo loued the World, that he hath giue 
his onely n Whoſoener be- 

leeueth in him ſhould not periſh, but ſhokld 
haue life euerlaſting. Iohn. 3.16. 


\ 
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Hele woꝛdes tuntaine a Deed ofgift: 
which, foꝛ our better light, I bzanch ta 
to theſe ſixe partes. Firſt the giner, GOD. 
Second, the cauſe moouing him to this 
exceeding bauntie, which is here laid to be 
Lous. Third, the guift+ his onely begotten 
Some. Fourth, the partie to whom this 
Legacie o2 guift is bequeathed: che World; 
Fikeh, the kruite following this 'Ouift, 
which is two foulde: firſt a Ranſome; in 
thele woꝛdes, ſhould not periſh + Secondly 
a teward, in theſe wozdes, ſhould haue He 
excrlaſtmg .' Sixth, the band wherewith 
we receiue this Guift, (namely Fayth) 
whoßocuer beleeuerh in bums. 
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CAPVT. r. 
Of GOD, the pier, 
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Irft, The giver, GOD. The wealth 
F. a Guift appeares in the woꝛth of 

' 4. chegiuer: and if the giuer be bace, 
the Guift is contemned : but ik che 
giuer be gratious in our hart, the Guife is 
as pꝛecious in our eve. Chile our Ships 
ride in our harbours, we regard them not: 
but when they returne from the fartheſt 
Ocean, we looke fo2 great riches, It a 
Peſſenget come to vs from a meane per- 
fon, we giue him meane entertainement: 
but if a Pꝛince ſende his wozlt Seruant; 
vnto vs, we ge him pꝛincely regarde. 
Mell, God is richer then che Ocean, his 
booſome is full of bleſlings: God is grea⸗ 
ter then a Pztince, his kingdome is euerla⸗ 
ſting : And as his thoughtes are not as 
mans thoughts, ſo his Guiftes are not as 
mans Guiftes: foz as he giues without 
merit, ſo he giues without meaſure ; he is 
en in all his woꝛ kes. It he lone. it's 


B. with 
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without repentance: if he hate, his anger | 


indures foz euer: if he giue, he powjes 
downe his bleſſinges : if he take, non ha. 
bent: ctiam quod habet, auferetur, he takes 


awap all: He loues a chcarefull gtuer,and 


ſhall we thinke him a fearefull giuer : A 
pooze man on atime begging a Groat of a 
King, the King ſnipt him with this aun⸗ 
ſmere, Nen eſt Regium. If an earthly 
Pꝛince thus food on his Guift, ſhall not 
the heauenly Ring regard what he gtueth? 
Chriſt telleeth vs, that Beatius eff dat 
quam accipere : it's a pare of his Fathers 
bleſſedneſſe to giue. And ſaint Auguſtine 


ſayts, Zeneficrums eft beneugla actio tribuens, | 


captar/e5, gaudiũ triluendo, A benefite 83 
guift is a wozk of good wil, that pleaſurts 
as much in the giuing, as the receauer 
duth in the Guifc, So then, tif Gods Guift 
be a wozke of goor-will towardes man, 
we may meaſure out his beneffcence by his 
beneuolence his wozke by his will, and 
his Guift by ÿ top that he taketh in giuing. 
When Gods Loue intendes a Larges, the 
guift mult neeves be great. The lower the 
Uale, che moe taine it recciueth : and the 
bnwozthier man is, the greater Gods lone 


ls, 
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is. and the richer his Gaife, In a woꝛd, the 


ercellencie of this Guift appeares in the 
ercellencie of the giuer, whole perfection 
is ſuch, as onely ſilence muſt ſhew it, while 
tonceit and reaſon lie in a traunce though 
endles admiratiun. A Phtloſopher being 
tommaunded to tell the King what God 
was, he aſtked a dayes reſpet: and when 
the day was done, and the King expteted 
his pꝛomiſe, he aſked two dayes: which be⸗ 
ing ended, he aſked foure dayes, and after, 
tight: the King admpꝛing his flackneſle, 
demaunded why he ſo abiourned his pꝛo⸗ 
miles Becauſe/quoth he) the moe Athiuke 
of him, the lefſe know ol him. S. Bar- 
nard ſayth, Quid eſt Deus? Longundo, 
Latituds, ſublmitas, profindum : longitudo 
propter æternitatem, latitudo propter charita- 
tem, ſablemitas propter maieſt atem, proffinc i A 
propter ſapientiam: and therefoze as God 
is wonderfull, ſo are his guiftes, 

A mongit men in deed, the giver may be 
wicked, and the guift too, In the 22. cf 
Numb. Baalake was a wicked giuc r, and 
ſo was his guift which he offered to curſe 
the liraelites. So in Act, 8. Simon Ma- 
gus is a giuer, but a curſed giuer: foʒ be 

Þ 2, thought 
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thought with Guiftes to buy the guiftes 
of Gods ſpirit. And ſuch giuers were che 


Phariſtes, foz they gaue thirtie pence to 


betray the Loꝛd of lyfe: But as ludas re. 
ceiued the earneſt penny of his perdition, 
fo they betrayed their owne poſteritie to 
endleſſe miſerie. In a woꝛde, the Diuell 
himſe lte is a giuer, but a wicked giuer: foꝛ 
he offered Thuiſt all the Mozlde fo2 an 
bowers wozthip ;: as the Pope gaue all the 
New-found Told to the Spaniards, be- 
cauſe they ſhould wozſhippe him. But 
Dauid telles vs, Demm eit terra, Pow 
ſhall the Diuell giue the £ozld to C 
that can not giue himſelfe an howers 
pite from tozment 2 his Thozne yeeldes 
noſuch Grapes;his Thiftle beares no ſuch 
Figges, howſoeuer like a bzagging ſuitoʒ 
he boaſtes of his riches: Though he pꝛo⸗ 
mile en Angell of light, he payes with 
lyght Angels. and ſhall haue his poztion 
with leawd Angels in hell fire. | 
But God as he made all thinges good, 
ſo dsth he give all thinges that are good, 
Iames ſayth, Omne bonum e Dei donum, 
Euery good guift, is Gods guiſt. In lere- 
mie God ſayes, There is not an Euill * 
the 
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the Cittie, which I haue not created: It 
God create Euill fo a coprection, much 
moe doch he create Good fox our comfoꝛt. 
Ve is like the good Father, that ſpendes 
himſelfe in pꝛoui ding fo2 his ſonne: oꝛ the 
kinde Mother, which no ſooner hath a 
ſweete thing, but ſhe giues it her childe: o2 
the cunning Artificer, who cares not what 
toſt he beſtowes on his wozke, to make it 
moe beautifull. So God is affected to⸗ 
war des his creature: as he made all excec⸗ 
ding good, ſo he defires the good of all, 
eſpectally Pan, whom he made fo2 the 
Glaſſe ot his «(o2y, and the Image of him⸗ 
elke, ta be his Sonne on earth, and his 
Heire in heauen: and though heere Pan 
is but Tennant at will, pet he ſittes at an 
caſte rent, the bare debt of Thankfulnes, 
The ſumme of thts dilconrſe is, ſeeing 
God is the giner of all Good, we muſk 
looke fo} all goodthinges at his handes: 
and deſire nothing chat is good, farther 
then it is Gods Guift: Foz that which is 
Snatcht from others, is the Diuels bayte, 
not Gods bleſſing, The wozld is full of 
ſuch ſnacching'7 N mreds, mightie hunters: 
- ſome hunt after Honour, ſome after 
Þ 3, Pleaſure, 


GoJsNew-yceres gnift, 
Pleaſure; and fome after Profite: And 
theſe thze Punters haue almoſt hunted all 
Religion and Uertneont of our bozders, 
But let them know that, Qnadam dat 
Dem miſericorciter, quædam ſinit habert 
rats: Whatſoeuer comes by Oppreſ- 
ſion, Tyrannie, Bryberie, Simmonie, 
Vſurie, is not Gods guifr, and therefore 
no good guift, but a pledge of his an- 
ger - Therefoze whatſocuer thou poſſeſſeſt 
a deſiteſt, let Conſciente be thy Cater, 
and the NMoꝛd thy Warrant : ſo ſhall the 
Tranſitozities of this lyfe, be vnto theea 
Mandſell of Heaucn, and an earneft permy 
of that Bliſſe, which the Moꝛlde neuet 
dzeames of, 


CAPVT. 3. 
Of GODS Lone. 
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3 


Tbus hauing bꝛought thee to che Ma⸗ 

ters of Lyfe, namely, GOD the giuer. 
J will ſhew thee the TUcll-ſpying of all 
Blellings, /i Leue to the Worla. &c. 


The 
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The perſwading cauſe af this Guiſt, 
it's here tayd to be Loue : God /o hand, 
Lud eit Amor (ſayth Aug.) niſi quaday: 
vita Du? aliqua copulant, vel copul are appe- 
tent, Amantem et amatum? What is Loue, 
but as it were one lite in two hartes, one 
ſoule in tw bodies; the Fier which blel⸗ 
ſeth where it burneth, the Soather which 
no art can ſunder, the Rnot which no time 


tan vntie, the Hand which deſkantes ſweet 


muſicke an the hart ſtringes, the Cauſe 
which made God become Man, and the 
Uertue which makes Man like vnto God: 
(I ſpeake not of chat helliſh Fier which 
makes men llaues, but of that heauenly 
Flame which makes them Saincts.) As 
Chriſt was annoynted with the oyle of 
gladnes aboue his fellowes, ſo this Uertue 
is adozned with the crowne of Eternitie 
about all her fellowes : fog Paul ſapth, 
that Fayth bzinges vs dut to the Coſfine, 

and Pope watcheth the Coarſe till che 
Reſurrectian ; Theſe two Uertues are 
confined wich our lyfe, but our Loue is re⸗ 
fined by our death, and dwelles with vs 41. 


ter our gloziſication. 


Bue this our Loue is but a ſladow of 
10 B4. Gods 
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Gods Loue, an Arme of his Sea, a Dzop- 


of his Fountaine, a little Flame of his ly⸗ 
ning Fire: neither in qualitie lo 
no} in quantitie ſo ſpacious by infinite de: 
grees. God loues without cauſe, our loue 
is our duetie: God loues vs his enemies, 
we loue him our friend: Gad loues with- 
out reward, our laue inherites heauen: 


God loues va ſtrit, our loue paycs him 


backe his ownte: Gods loue is keruent, our 
loue is luke-warme:Govs lone is infinite, 
nur loue is little, like our knowledge, am 
low of ature like Zacheus: Chritt muſt 
dine in our houſe, his lone mult. ſhine in 


dur hartesbefoze we can reflect dur boꝛro⸗ 


wedbeames,and loue him againt. The tx. 
ccllencie ofthis Gods loue can neither be 
expꝛeſſed by out tongue, noz impreſſed in 
our hartes :as it made the Moꝛid of no« 
ching, lo the Mold is nothingtoit2fox it 
compꝛehendeth all + is not compꝛehender 
ol any. Dur Sauiour he ere thought beſt to 
txpꝛeſſe this Leue with a ſic dileæu, to ſhem 
vs that his Father is euen ſicke of loue: 
his delcription is indeũnit, becauſe his 


loue is infinite. Eyther Gods ioue is ſa 


deepe that Cheiſt could not ſound it, oꝛ our 
: reaſon 
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reaſon. ſo allow that we cannot! ſec it. 
As che Painter that dzew Agamemnon, 
{oxrowing foꝛ the death of his daughter, 
ew not how to figure his griefe in his 
fare, and therefoze dew a Uaple: oner it, 
thinking it impollihle the gazers idle eye 
Sulu beholde what: the fathets grieued 
hart could not hold: ſo Chriſt leaues that 
to dur admiration, which vnderſtanding 
cannot attaine. A holy Father would faine 
apme at the dimenſions of this Loue; ſap» 
ing; Diulexit tantasrumtillot, Ne a God of 
infinite maie ſtie, loued vs men of infinite 
miſerie: but this is H curum per obſcuring, 
ſo we know. neither quartz .Dezs, the 
gteatnes of his Maieſtie, nqʒ pet quamul 
nas, our greeuous miſerie. Ina mod, as 
we cannot ſee the Sunne but by his owne 
light. ſo we cannot learne this Loue, but by 
Gods owne wowes. The Starre alone 
muſt lead the Miſe : men to Chriſt, and 
Chriſt alone muſt lead vs to his Loue. 
Nom whereas he expꝛeſleth it wich a Sic, 
So God loued the World; &c.a Father 
ſanth : This Aduerbe Sic, contaynes in 
it all Aduerbes ot Loue: as if Chriſt had 
ſayd, My Father loued the wozld * 
Ys 


Gods N ew-yecres guift, "0 


Iv, ſo vehemently, ſo fache rly, ſo mn 
eæ ſe miſerands 4 mit — — 
nature is the motiue of his mercie: 


Thm 


he chat can explaine Gods Nature, wo 
expꝛeſſe bis Loue: whereof to affurmas che 
one is impious, and wyerſoms abe the 


impoſſible, rr 
Thists that Laue (Chyiftian Reader) 
which in the zeale of Gad A cammende:ts 
thine endles admiration: this is the riches 
of his Grace, tbe chiefe of his Wozkezzthe 
ſumme ol his Moꝛd, the ſhadow of Hume 
ſelfe, the perfection ol his Glozy This 
teacheth our Fapth to ſtand, and our Pape 
to clumbe, and aur loue to burne: This 
theereth our labours, o bearech our loſſes, 
aud teacheth our ſoꝛrow to ſmile. Inu 3 
word, to this exceediug Laue, alone we 
ome dur ſaluation: Therefo2ze damnable 
is the Doctrine of the Church of Roome, 
that ceacheth vs to erre boch in the manner 
and matter of our Fapth :- Firſt, in the 
manner they teach vs to doubt of our ſal⸗ 


uatian. O miurie intollerable, to doubeof | 


the Pꝛomiſe, mhere ſuch a Leu: is our wate 
rant what moe free then guifc,o2 who 
moze 
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moe laythlull then God the giuer ꝛchall his 
Laue giue Chriſt vnto me, and my vnbe⸗ 


liefe thuſt him from me * Is the Tructh 
like vnto man, that he ſhould lie? 02 is his 
Arme ſhoztened, that he can not ſaue: God 
fozbid, This Quift is ſcaled with the blood 
ol his Sonne, regiſtred in the ſight of hea⸗ 
nen, witneſſed by the holy Angels, paſſed 
with an oath to the Mold. O Incredu⸗ 
litie, the wit of fooles, how many 'Blel- 
linges doſt thou barre vs from? Chriſt 


tould not wozke his Pyxꝛacles, God can 


nat ſhem his mercy, where this monſter 
kirketh., Againe, in the matter ol aur fayth 
they foyſt in moſt dangeroully a lumpe of 


' the owne Leauen: foz God requires a 


edding garmeut to couer ſinne, they 
hung in a Penſtruous cloth: he will haue 
bs butlde on his Leue, they would haue vs 
tuſtiſied by our owne Labour: he will 
haue vs truſt to bia Percie, they would 


haue vs truſt in our Merites. Pauls whole 


Epille to the Romans ſhootes onely at 
this marke, to beate donne the pꝛide of 


Man, who would faine be his ewne ſaui⸗ 


our, to depꝛeſſe Nature, and extoll Grace: 
therefoze in the end he addcs this vpſhot, 


So 


So then we are ſaued not of Worles;biit | 
by Srace And Auguſtine ſayth, Gratia 
eſt null a non eff gratluta ommi mods, 
Graee4s all Grace, drin Grace at ill. 
Agatne he ſapth, Qa gnie trip: cunerut 

Aeris ſun; quad tibi emmnerat niſi AMuaneri 
— Dis exriiderrgratia? ialtu wits 
rit ata. Our very Fauth as it's a grace 
in vs, is behalving ts Grate : it ſaues as 
icꝰs a hand to lay hold on Chriſt, not as it's 
a vertue and a wonke : Foz all wonkes 
muſt humbly be caſt at Chriſtes feete with 
Marie, aw there menitate on his mextit: 
they mut not be buſie with Martha iu the 
matret ut our Juſtiſicatian. As God an 
to Paul, My Grace is ſuſfioient for de 
ſo I ſam to all, Gods Loue is ſufficiemt fot 
you : this Eoue made you;when pon were 
nothing: and this Loue muſt laue you; 
nam you are waꝛſe then nuthing. Let the 
Papittes tluath themſelues iu the rags of 
theivowne Righteoiſnes; and che lewes 
truſt to: their Templum Damini, aid uh 
Hcathen ag qe ot their painted Uertuesʒ 
which Augultine talles ſpiendida peccatu) 
but let vs onely triumph in this Loue of 


Gad, and eſteeme it the ſtrength of our ſal · 


Uaͤ⸗ 
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CTbus — diczonerey the rechtrea- 
fare of Gods Louc;Jet vs know gur duty, 
that we may be accounted worthy to winne 
and to weare it. S. Aug. Lib. de Anima et 
Spun, ſetmes to ſtudie for this dutie, ſay- 
ing: Miſer ego, quantum deberem dilg ere 
Deum meum qui me frcit cum non eram, re- 
damit cum perreramac c. O ſinfull wretch, 
how ſhall I requite the rare Joue ot God, 
who ereated me of nothing, and redee- 
med me being worſe then nothing. &c. 
And after, hauing found this duetie out, he 
teacheth it to the Woyzlo, S: non impendere, 
at rependere dt bummis, If we will beſſow no 
Loue vpon God, yet let vs repay his 

Loue, which he bath ſhewed fuſt. The 
Would; cryes ſhame vpon an vngratiull 
perſon, If thou ſhouldeſt trausyle into a 
ſtrange Countrey, and there fall into the 
handes of the Theeues,and in meere com 
paſſion of thy miſerie, the King of that 
Countrep ſhould ſet thie free againe, gi⸗ 
uing thee life and libertie, what would the 
Mold thinke : pra, what then would 
thou eſtecme of thy ſelſe, if thou ſhouldſt 
P20oue eee 
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Gods New-yceres guifr, 


Me areall Strangers in the wozld, and | 


from earth to heauen :now in 
our Journey we meete with the WMozlde 
and the Diuell, and theſe robbe ns of all 

grace, theſe wound vs & leaue vs fo dead: 
— of his exceeding mertie findes 
vs out, and ſendes his Sonne that good 
Samaritane, to pow!e the oyle of: Grace 
into our Moundes, and to mount vs on 
the backe of his Merit, and ſo carry vs to 
the Inne of our reſt, the io yes of Heauen. 
OD Loue,beponve all lone, how much thou 
art? O bleſſed God, teach vs the depth of 


thy Loue, that we map know the debt af 
our thankfulneſſe. Chine endleſſe Bleſſing 


hath made vs bankruptes, foz we are not 
able to repay the intereſt of thy Loue. It 
we pzoffer out goodes, alas we receiued 
them of rhee : if we offer our lyues, they 
are redeemed by thee : Surely this ſhalbe 
our thankes , the Remembzaunce of thy 
Mertie: And ſince thy bleſſed Sonnehath 
taught vs, That thelouing of thee, is the 
keeping of thy Commandements, we will 
labaur to be all keepers : as we bane ſpent 


our time in the ſeruice of the Nonlde, che 


F lech, and — ſo will we ſpende 


e 


the 
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the remnaunt of our dayes in the rebuke 
of ſinne, and the retoꝛding of thy Love, 
any ſince the Loue of ſo worthy a crea⸗ 
ture as man, is too coſtly a climent ta 
iopne tarth to tarth, we abandon all carth⸗ 
v deſires, and freely giue thee our hartes, 
and'becroth our Loue to thine, 
Deare GDD, by the fire of thy ſpirit, 
naw vp our affections to thee, dinozce vs 
from the lyking of the Wold, andmarry 
vs to the lone of thy Sonne: Let vs light 
aur Candle at thy Loue, and learne by 
thy endleſſe mercy, ntuer to ende our 
thankfulne ſſe, till death tranſlate vs from 
| this Cale of teares to mount- Sion, where 
dur loue ſhall iopne vs to thee eternally, 


_— 
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N Ow are we come tothe Guift it ſelfe, 

the greateſt that cuer was, whether 
wereſperc che bountie of God, oy the bleſs 
ſing or Pon: fo what could God giue 
greater then himlete : oz what could Pan 
g * | re⸗ 


—Y 
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rereiue better then his ſaluations He bak | 


inen bis unehy begorten Sunne. This bleſſen 


Guift is it that made Abraham reioetr 


and the Angels fing, and lohn 
daunte in his mothers bellie this is able 
ta make the Moꝛio waxe paung againe, 
if Grace would open her eyes, and Wiſes 
dume teach her to ſee her owhe nakednes, 


and the tiches of this Garment ſent vuts 


her. As the Saincts in heauen follow the 
Lambe where ſo euer he gecth, ſo all the 
Bleſlings of the Earth follow Chriſt — 
Guilt, where ſo tuer he goeth : foz, H. 
benti dalitur, He that hath this guift, ſhall 
baue all other guiftes, pea, he ſhall haut 


the giuer to: fox Chritt ſayth, He that | 


receiueth mee, receiueth him that ſent 
mee. Aud Tabroſe ſaith, Omnia habemut 
in Chriſto, (ia voluere curars deſider as Medi. 
cus 68k ſi febribus æſtuas, ons eſt : ſi gnaumi 
Imquitate, Iuſtitia eſt : ſi indiges auxilio, u- 
tus eſt : ſt mortem times, vita ft : fi renebras 
ſagis, lux eſt : ſi Cælum deſideras, via eft 3 þ 
Cibum queæris, aliment um eſt. Cc. 

( He hath giuen. God did not lende his 
Sonne, no; ſelthim, but he gaue him ta 
vs: Qerein apptares the riches of his 


, e TM 


| 


P ercies 


| Percie, and the greatnes of our pauertiet 
he did not ſell him, we were not able to buy 
him, but he gaue him: which ſhewes vs to 


be Beggers c Bankrupta, and that God 
mult fo pictie giue vs aSautour kranke 
and free, when we had neither meanes to 
deſerue him, noꝛ grace ta deſire him. (His 
onely beg otten Senne.) e gaue vs not an 
Angel, noz a Seruant,noz a Creature, but 
his Soune, The name of a Sonne is mulicke 
inche eare of a Father: and the life of a 
Child is moze pzectous in py Parents eye, 
then their owne lafetie : Many Parents 
to ſaue their Sonnes life, haue willingly 
ſpile their owne:examples hereof we haue 


| in pꝛophane, & ſacred Scriptures, we will 


take a handful from a heape. In Gere. 37. 
wbt good father Iacob heard of the ſuppo⸗ 
ſed death of his ſonne, (his wicked childꝛẽ 
giuing a fallefire to his feare)he was ſmit⸗ 
ten with ſoꝛrow, riuers of teares guſhed 
But, and his hart bled at his eyes, foz che 
ſuppoſed ſlaughter of lotephthis affection 
to his ſanne was coo hot to admit the cold 
comfozt of his other childꝛen: he that had 
meſtled with an Angell, could not wieſtle 
with this affection, and therefoze in the 

GG —- griefe 


Friefe of a father, he ſets downe this reſo⸗ 
Tution: Ioſeph my ſonne, is ſurely torne in pet. 
rec und in my ſonnt my ſelfe was tone; 
the claw of that Beaſt hath rent my blee, 
ving hart, and his crueltie hath killed two 
in one. O my ſonne, my lyfe was ſhut in 
thy lookes, which now is ſhaken in thy 
foſſe : J madetheea Ceate of many co⸗ 
loures, to ſhew that thou waſt ß Rainebow 
pledge of my peace: but loe the beau 
of my Raine-bow ts rent, and in ſtead 
thercof this bloody Beteoz appcares, ſhe 
wing the death of my toy, the deuowzing 
of my ſonne , The earth is made fo couet 
the roote, not to containe the bꝛanch: 
T am the withered roote mp Sonne, and 
thon the bzanch, whom vntimely death 
bath cropt . Thy ſhould che Eroue be 
deckt with arecne botighes,that was made 
fo: gray hap2es % Pf Childzen pꝛedertal⸗ 
their Parentes, we are their afep2ing, 
and cbcy none of ours, Tcl. ſince Cont 
foꝛt will not be my gueſt. Gricfc ſhale wy 
Companion: and ſeeing my lonne fox 
lakes we in my lyfe, J will overtake lum 
in my death, foꝛ nothing but Sorrow ſhall 
bing my gray- head to the crane, Thus a 
C038 
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good Father mourned. foz a gracious 


Sonne: But will you heare a louing a: 


rents moane fo2 a leawd- Child: In the 


2 Sam. 18. when God purpoled co chaſtiſe 


Dauid, he made the Sonne to whippe the 
father: foz Abſhalom, that by name ſhould 
haue bin his fathers toy, by nature pꝛoond 


aparricide,and ſought co depoſe his owne 


(pze ; but God hauing ſufficiently humbled 
Dauid his child, thzew the rodde in the 
fire,and bzought a iudgment vpon Abſha- 
lom, which coſt him his life: Notwithſtan⸗ 
ding, Dauid being mooued with the good 
affection of a father,moze then the bad cons 
dition of his ſonne, was ſo farre from re- 


opc ing in Abſhalomz death, that it almoſt 


colt him his owne life. O Abſhalom my 
lonne (quoth he) would God I had dyed 


for thee; 0 Abſhalom my ſonne, my 


ſonnet But God heere is neither like Ia- 
cob lamenting a good ſonne, noz David 
bewapling a wicked chils: he reſembles 
good Abraham, wha willingly lacrificed 
his ſonne aake, 

This was much to oe a Sonne yet as if 
this were not enough to expꝛeſlſe God ene, 
the holy Gholt addech his onely begotten 

Ca. 


Sonne, 


Abraham offredaRamme in ſtead ot᷑ Iſaac, 
But his owne Some: And herein app eares 
his perfect Juffice, a bleſſed pꝛeſident to al 
Juſtitiaries. In all Gods actions this ver. 
tue {wayes: though bis mercy be aboue 
all his wozkes, pet Mercy and Juſtice 
milk kiſſe togither. The deareſt dzoppe of 
Chriſtes blood muſt be ſhed, befoze Gods 
Juſtice be left vnlatisfted, 

May this was not enough to ſattsfie 
Gods Mercie, his Loue mountes a degree 
higher, and further it cannot aſcende , He 
gaue his onely begotten Sonne « Mhen the 
would could not yeelde the pyice of our Re- 


demption, he ſearched his owne booſome 


fo: a Sauiour, and gaue vs his onely Some. 
Tf God had many Sonnes his mercy had 
been meaner, and his Loue had ſeemed 
leſle. but he gaue vs not one Sonne of ma⸗ 
nie, but one and all, his oneiy Sonne: fo; 
"whole ſake he ſpared not his Angels, his 
delight. his booſome friend, the Image of 
himſellfe, faz the ranſome of the woꝛld. 

© lone bepondal{loue, how much thou 


art! A holy Father in admiration of this 


Loue cryes out, Quam Dine: es in * 
cor 


Gods New-yeeres guift, 
Somme, he gaue not an adopted Sonne, as 
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cordia, quam magnificus in iuſticia, quàm 
munificus in gratia, Domine Deus noſt er! 
Againe, Paſo tua Domine, Ieſu, vltimum 
eſt refugin — remedium : deficiente 
ſapientia, Inſtitia non ſuſficiente, ſanctitatis 
ſuccumbentibus meritts alla ſuccurrit, cum 
enim defecerit Virtus mea, non Conturbor, 
ſcio quid fatiam , Poculum ſalutaris acci- 
piam. Cc. 

The inſtruction that we mult learne 
from the conſideration of this vnſpeakable 
Gift Chriſt, is tho falde: Firſt, we are 
taught to returne our Loue againe, as 
Aug. (apes, Si non amare, ſaltem redamare 
debemus: Ag God hath giuen vs his one 
Sonne, ſo we mult ſhew our recipzocall 
Loue co God, and foz his Sonne, giue him 
our lelues : as he hath giuen vs wealth, we 
mult beſtom our wealch on him againe:as 
he hath giuen vs libercie,honour,childzen, 
long life, knowledge,:wiſedome, courage, 
ec, theſe muſt all waighe on him, and doe 
him honour and ſeruice: Thus we mulk 
giue him Loue fo Loue, agame. 

Second vle of Gods vnſpeakabe Boun⸗ 
tie, is to teach vs co laue our Bꝛethꝛen. 


Chili teacheth vs this leſſon oz his Lowe, 


Þ ſayings 


Gods New-yceres guitr, 
laping 2:1 have giuen you an example 
how to loue one an other. Wethien 
mult be bnited in the bonde of mutuall 
Lone, like Scirus the Scichians Fagot: 
foꝛ che vnitie of Bzothers is, Ecce quan 
cucit d, exceeding top to all the Saints. 
But alas, let vs (ee what Louers and what 
Gers gur wicked age doth affoꝛd :CUAhen 
7 Tudic vpon this Ouetie, J finde foure 
ſes of Giners 2 the firſt, and the wont 
ſoꝛt, haue the Hand to giue, but not the 
Hart to graunt: of whom J map ſay. as 
Curiſt ſayd, better this Hand were. cut 
off and they were as pooze as Irus, then 
with their ruſting Riches to be caſt into 
Hell. Theſe are the Mammoniſtes of 
our age, whole Soule lyes treaſured with 
their ruſting Pence: who are moe vn 
mercitull then the Deuill, koz he would 
haue Chriſt eucne Stones into Bzead, 
but theſe men turde Bzead into Stones, 
cuen the Bꝛead ul the pooze inta Dtone- 
walles, oz els ſpend it on their accurled 
Luſtes, fozgetting Mercie: thertoze dams 
nation actendes them. The ſecond ſoꝛt 
haue the Hart, but not the and : whole 
Pyte God acceptes aboue all the Pypnes 
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of the Wealthie, and takes their Lone loz 
their larges. The third ſozt are ſuch as 
baue neuher Hart noꝛ Pand in this vucete; 
and theſe are pooze men cuery way: faz 
he that can bzing ſoozth neither good 
Toke noꝛ good Till, is a dead member 
in Chriſtes body, and ſhall be cut off. The 
fourth ſozt, haue both Hand ard Hare; 
and theſe are they that walke in bꝛothetly 
Loue, theſe walke wozthp of this Gunt 
Chriſt, and ſhall haue their derds of mercy 
crowned with that ſwerte hatueſt Song, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, pe ſleſſe 
tlie kingdome prepared for you from 
the beging of the Workdes 
tor ] was hunery, and 
you Zauce ne 
mcate. &c. 


FINIS. 


